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Minutes
OF A MEETING OF THE

Cabinet

HELD ON THURSDAY 15 JUNE 2017 AT 6.00 PM

MEETING ROOM 1, 135 EASTERN AVENUE, MILTON PARK, MILTON, 
OX14 4SB

Present: John Cotton (Chairman), Felix Bloomfield, Elizabeth Gillespie, Tony 
Harbour, Lynn Lloyd, Jane Murphy, David Nimmo-Smith and Robert Simister

Officers: Ben Coleman, Steve Culliford, William Jacobs, Alice Lynch, Margaret 
Reed, Andrew Down, Mark Stone, Ben Coleman, Philip Ealey, Holly Jones, Joy 
Kellaway and Ian Matten

Also present: Councillor David Turner 

1 Minutes 

RESOLVED: to approve the minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 10 March and 
6 April 2017 as correct records and agree that the Chairman signs them as such.  

2 Declaration of disclosable pecuniary interest 

None

3 Urgent business and chairman's announcements 

None

4 Public participation 

Councillor David Turner requested to speak on the items relating to the waste 
collection policy, the sewage treatment works at Moulsford, and the exempt item on 
engineering services.  

5 Waste collection policy 

Cabinet considered the report of the chief executive that sought approval of a revised 
waste collection policy.  This included the new clear sacks policy and some 
legislative changes.  
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David Turner addressed Cabinet, asking why households with fewer than five 
occupants could not have an extra food caddy if they were prepared to pay for it.  He 
asked why biodegradable food bags were not acceptable, and he asked why 
churches had a competitive advantage over village halls when it came to paying for 
waste collection.  

In response to Mr Turner’s questions, the officer reported that the council wished to 
retain ownership of the waste bins.  The anabolic digester could not deal with 
biodegradable bags tied in knots; this outlined a need for further education for 
residents.  The recharging of churches and village halls for waste collection was set 
out in legislation but officers could review charging where premises were used for 
events.  

The changes to the policy included allowing households with five or more residents to 
automatically qualify for an additional free food waste caddy as an incentive to 
encourage more food waste recycling.  Officers reported that requests for additional 
food waste bins would be dealt with on a case by case basis.  Cabinet supported the 
policy set out in appendix 1 to the report but considered that residents should be 
charged for the cost of delivering an additional food caddy.  

Cabinet also asked officers to keep recycling performance under review and to 
consider any actions to increase it.  

RESOLVED: to approve the new waste collection policy attached as appendix 1 to 
the chief executive’s report, subject to adding that residents will be charged for the 
cost of delivering an additional food waste caddy.  

6 Flexible homelessness support grant 

Cabinet considered the report of the interim head of development, regeneration and 
housing on the use of the new flexible homelessness support grant.  This grant 
replaced the temporary accommodation management fee and was ring-fenced for 
two years to help councils prevent or deal with homelessness.  The report set out a 
proposal to spend the grant in accordance with the government’s conditions.  

Cabinet agreed to the proposed spend, believing this would bring significant benefits 
to tackling homelessness in the district.  The alternative option of returning the ring-
fenced grant was rejected.  Cabinet asked officers to arrange suitable publicity.  

RESOLVED: to approve the proposed expenditure of the flexible homelessness 
support grant as set out in paragraph 12 of the interim head of development, 
regeneration and housing’s report.  

7 Sewage treatment works in Moulsford 

Cabinet considered the report of the head of HR, IT and technical services.  This set 
out a case to procure a new sewage treatment plant at Moulsford.  The council was 
responsible for running and maintaining this plant.  

David Turner addressed Cabinet, expressing concern that Thames Water had 
chosen not to adopt the replacement plant.  He suggested that the council should 
write to the government seeking a review to require water companies to adopt 
community sewage treatment works.  The leader agreed that this should be raised 
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with the government and asked officers to draft a letter that he and David Turner, the 
leader of the opposition, could jointly sign.  

The report set out the following options:
1. taking no action 
2. upgrading the existing treatment works 
3. connecting the private drainage system to the Thames Water sewer on the 

east side of the River Thames at South Stoke at an estimated cost of £2.36 
million 

4. replacing the treatment works at a cost of £300,000 (funding previously 
allocated to the provisional capital programme) 

Cabinet considered that the existing treatment works had exceeded its design life 
span and needed replacement rather than upgrading.  The cost of connecting to the 
Thames Water system was considered too high.  Cabinet therefore agreed to replace 
the treatment works.  

Cabinet also noted that the council would contact the housing association SOHA to 
seek a contribution towards the capital cost of the work.  

RESOLVED: 

(a) To begin a procurement process to identify a suitable supplier for a new 
replacement sewage treatment works at Moulsford; 

(b) Subject to the winning tender being within capital allocation, to delegate the 
award of the contract to supply and install a new sewage treatment works to the 
head of HR, IT and technical services in consultation with the cabinet member 
for technical services.  Decision to award to be recorded and fully documented 
using ‘record of officer decision’ documentation; 

(c) To note that the transfer of budget for the project from the provisional to the 
approved capital programme will be undertaken using an individual cabinet 
member decision once actual costs are known; and 

(d) To request officers to draft a letter, to be signed jointly by the council leader and 
the leader of the opposition, expressing the council’s concern and 
disappointment that there is no mechanism to require water companies to adopt 
community sewage treatment works and requesting that this situation is 
reviewed.  

8 Article 4(1) Direction, Kingsholme Close, East Hagbourne 

Cabinet considered the head of planning’s report on a proposal to make an Article 
4(1) Direction to provide additional controls on future development at Kingsholme 
Close, East Hagbourne.  The proposal had been made by local residents to protect 
the character of Kingsholme Close.  The proposal had been supported during 
consultation on the draft Article 4(1) Direction.  

Cabinet welcomed the proposal and confirmed the Article 4(1) Direction.  It was 
noted that this would be registered on the council’s geographic information system 
and flagged for future planning applications at the site, and it would appear on any 
land searches also.  
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RESOLVED: to confirm the Article 4(1) Direction, served at Kingsholme Close in East 
Hagbourne, making it permanently binding.  

9 Statement of community involvement 

Cabinet considered the head of planning’s report, which proposed the adoption of a 
revised statement of community involvement in the planning service.  The draft 
statement had been subject to a statutory consultation process and had received 
support.  The report set out the changes made to the draft as a result of the 
consultation.  

Cabinet considered that the previous statement, dated 2006, was out of date and 
should be replaced by the 2017 draft appended to the report.  This would help 
streamline the planning process and help applicants and residents.  

RESOLVED: to 

(a) adopt the Statement of Community Involvement April 2017, as set out in 
appendix 1 of the head of planning’s report; and 

(b) authorise the head of planning in consultation with the Cabinet member for 
planning policy to make any minor changes, typographical corrections or non-
material amendments to the Statement of Community Involvement prior to 
formal publication.  

10 Science Vale and Enterprise Zone marketing plan 

Cabinet considered the report of the interim head of development, regeneration and 
housing.  This proposed South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils 
together spending £183,000 on a campaign to market the Science Vale UK and 
Enterprise Zone in 2017/18.  The funding had been provided by a government grant 
for this purpose.  Tabled at the meeting was an addendum to the report setting out 
key performance indicators to measure the main aim, which was to secure inward 
investment.  This would also generate additional business rates.  

Cabinet supported the marketing plan and the proposed spend, noting that the 
£183,000 would be shared between South Oxfordshire and the Vale, equating to 
£91,500 for each council.  

RESOLVED: to 

(a) agree to spend £91,500 for the Science Vale UK and Enterprise Zone 2017/18 
marketing campaign production and advertising placement, from the previously 
approved Department of Communities and Local Government grant funds 
budget, to implement the marketing plan set out in the interim head of 
development, regeneration and housing’s report; and 

(b) agree to submit the Enterprise Zone Marketing Plan to the Oxfordshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership and the Department of Communities and Local 
Government, in accordance with the Enterprise Zone Implementation Plan 
previously agreed by all Enterprise Zone partners including this council.  
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11 Exclusion of the public 

RESOLVED: to exclude members of the press and public from the meeting for the 
following items of business under Part 1 of Schedule 12A Section 100A(4) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 and as amended by the Local Government (Access to 
Information) (Variation) Order 2006 on the grounds that: 

i. it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and

ii. the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest 
in disclosing the information.

12 Engineering services 

Cabinet reviewed its engineering service provision and agreed to extend its existing 
arrangements to allow further time to determine longer term arrangements.  

13 Corporate services 

Cabinet approved a deed of variation to lot 1 of the corporate services contract.  

The meeting closed at 7pm

Chairman


